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Abstarct 

This paper is about personal names given to Turkana children at birth, during the rite of 

passage to adulthood and throughout one’s life. Following the lexical pragmatic theory 

according to Wilson (2003) and Carston (2002), the paper establishes the morpho-

syntactic features of the Turkana names, that is, the inflectional and derivational 

features. It also presents the semantics and pragmatics of selected personal and 

nicknames and concludes that all Turkana names are meaningful, and context plays a 

major role in identifying their correct interpretation. Socio-cultural factors govern the 

pragmatic meaning of the names and how they convey messages. Thus, approximation, 

narrowing, and metaphorical extension are some of the processes that bring out the 

meaning of names - drawn from the context surrounding the birth. 
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