Social Factors affecting Boy Child’s Education Participation in
Emuhaya Subcounty, Kenya

Abstract:

During Pre-colonial period a lot of emphasis had been placed to the boy child participation in education
with almost no attention to the girl child. After independence, however, the government in a bid to
addressing social justice begun to emphasize on girl child education as a way of promoting gender
balance. As a result of this, more emphasis was placed on the girl child school enroliment. Due to this,
much focus has not been given to the research on boy child participation in education this study was
designed to investigate the social factors affecting boy child’s education participation among secondary
schools in Emuhaya sub County. This study employed descriptive study design. The Emuhaya sub county
formed the study areas because of the large number of youths below the age of 18 years who are out of
school. The study population consisted of both students, teachers in charge of guidance and deputy
principals from each school since they were key to the study and would give reliable information.
Questionnaires were administered to students while interview guides to the teachers of guidance and
counseling and also to the deputy principals. Document checklist was also done by looking at the
attendance registers and obtaining a mean average of absentees among the boy child thus measuring
school participation. Descriptive data was analyzed thematically by means and frequencies while
gualitative data was analyzed by use of Pearson moment correlation so as to determine the relationship
between dependent and independent variable. The study suggested that the more the boys got absent
in school, the more they were affected by social factors. The views and outcome of the study are
instrumental to the education policy makers and implementers of gender balance.
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